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Obradovich: Citizens must work together on climate
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onEotes When | started writing last fall about the environmental legacy of

Kathie Obradovich The Des Moines Register’s own Jay N. “Ding” Darling, | heard from

lowans who were concerned about their world but didn’t know what

FILED UNDER
they could do.

Opinion

Letters To The Editor | wrote last Sunday about initiatives proposed at the Statehouse
dealing with the environment. This weekend, | wanted to highlight
some opportunities for lowans from a variety of political
perspectives to learn more and get involved. I’'m not turning this
column into a tree-hugging, Birkenstock-wearing, Prius-driving zone
every weekend. But governments will never resolve the threat of
climate change unless individual citizens find ways to work

together.
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I Obradovich: Democrats need to show focus on founded by Sen. Rob Hogg in Cedar Rapids,
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has been hosting forums with candidates for
Congress on climate-change issues.

For the really hard core, consider former
state Rep. Ed Fallon, He’s the founder and

fight director of the Great March for Climate
B Obradovich: 'In politics, lessons aren't always Action (climatemarch.org). The walk across
learned’ the United States kicks off March 1 in Los

Angeles and travels to Washington, D.C. The
group reaches Des Moines on Aug. 11.

Fallon said over 220 people nationally, including about 20 lowans,
plan to make the entire trek. That’s hundreds of people making a
“tremendous sacrifice” to try to raise awareness of climate change.
It’s symbolic, he said, of the sacrifice we all need to make in order
address the environmental threat to come.

People who aren’t quite so committed can still help the march in a
variety of ways, including donating money and environmentally
friendly services. The march will use a 65-watt mobile wind
generator, green portable toilets and truck entirely fueled by
vegetable oil to reduce its own footprint and educate the public,
Fallon said.

There are fewer conservative groups in the conversation, but that
might be changing. Alex Bozmoski of the Energy and Enterprise
Initiative (energyandenterprise.com), says his group plans to visit to
lowa soon, although details are not yet available. The Washington,
D.C., organization looks for market-based solutions to energy and
climate issues.

Bozmoski said one way conservatives get into the conversation
about green energy is through concern about national security.
“We’ll never be able to escape Saudi Arabian oil, no matter how
much we produce, because they’ll always control the price,”
Bozmoski said.

He said his interest in climate issues springs from a free-market
economics perspective. That includes acknowledging the risk of
climate change and socializing the cost. “A lot of conservatives
think we should prudently manage risk in the most pro-growth
manner possible,” he said.

Another way lowans of different political perspectives are finding to
approach issues related to climate change is through their faith.

One of the more active organizations that work to facilitate
education and action in faith communities is lowa Interfaith Power &
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Light. This tends to be mainly progressive congregations, but a
panel discussion | joined a few months ago included an evangelical

pastor.

The group and its director, the Rev. Susan Guy, help congregations
make their own facilities more environmentally friendly and
challenge their members to reduce their families’ carbon footprint.
Their website, www.iowaipl.org, also has talking points, resources
and tips. A coming forum at 2 p.m. March 30 at Bethesda Lutheran
Church in Ames (my home church when | was growing up) will
explore agriculture and climate change.

Climate change remains a divisive political issue, but the rest of us
don’t have to wait for our politicians to make the environment a
priority. It’s only the future of the world that’s at stake, after all.

% View Comments () | Share your thoughts »

YOU MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN

Letter to the editor: Questions
still engulf Ankeny...

Letter to the editor: This is why
farmers need that...

Letter to the editor: Reason
must prevail on vets...

Your 2 Cents' Worth: Sunday,
Feb. 16, 2014

Basu: 'Free market' helps the
rich more than poor

Frigidaire FFEF3013LW

ARCHIVES TR T o

SPONSORED LINKS

14-Year-Old Boy Executed in
South Carolina to Get his...

4 Stupid Investment Mistakes
Nearly Everyone Makes

Jennifer Lawrence Nails
Another Photo Bomb

How to Get Tax Credit for Your
Retirement Savings (Yes...

Katie Holmes Wears Tiny Bikini
Most Moms Wouldn't Dare...

What your car color says about
you [?]

PROMOTIONS CUSTOMER SERVICE

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2014302160057

2/17/14, 12:21 PM

Page 3 of 4


http://www.iowaipl.org/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/comments/article/20140216/OPINION05/302160057/Obradovich-Citizens-must-work-together-climate
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/comments/article/20140216/OPINION05/302160057/Obradovich-Citizens-must-work-together-climate
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20140216/OPINION04/302160046/Letter-editor-Questions-still-engulf-Ankeny-police-raid
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20140216/OPINION04/302160049/Letter-editor-why-farmers-need-crop-insurance-help
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20140216/OPINION04/302160055/Letter-editor-Reason-must-prevail-vets-pension-exemption
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20140216/OPINION/302160092/Your-2-Cents-Worth-Sunday-Feb-16-2014
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/article/20140216/BASU/302160056/Basu-Free-market-helps-rich-more-than-poor
http://www.oveninfo.com/products/frigidaire-ffef3013lw
http://thegrio.com/2014/01/21/new-trial-sought-for-george-stinney-14-executed-in-1944/
https://us.etrade.com/ctnt/investor-education-center/ArticlePage?aid=a95f3219-ea14-48ca-8cb7-193ac59ef8b8
http://www.glam.com/jennifer-lawrence-nails-another-photo-bomb/
https://us.etrade.com/ctnt/investor-education-center/ArticlePage?aid=63e00b03-7935-49d1-a7d1-12a648a79f76
http://thestir.cafemom.com/beauty_style/166191/katie_holmes_wears_tiny_bikini
http://www.bankrate.com/finance/auto/what-car-color-says-about-you-1.aspx
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2014302160057#
http://dmjuice.com/

Obradovich: Citizens must work together on climate | The Des Moines Register | desmoinesregister.com

View the last 30 days

Yesterday, Feb. 16
Saturday, Feb. 15

Latest stories
Monday YP essentials

31 photos: Maids hosts

More Juice

Photo galleries

(b
of the Heartland

Place an ad

Submit a milestone

2/17/14, 12:21 PM

Subscribe Today!

Sign up for EZPay

Valentine’s dance party Newsletter View milestones Manage Account
Friday, Feb. 14
s e 4 Sunday YP essentials P (aar . | At e s el e
- L
DesMoinesRegister.com
NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT HELP FOLLOW US
Politics HawkCentral Agriculture Datebook About us m‘ Twitter
Crime & Courts Cyclone Insider Central lowa Networking Events Subscriber Solutions n‘ Eneh
Education High School Insider Green Fields Dining Advertising Solutions .
Kyle Munson Bryce Miller Biz Buzz Music Reader Solutions FI‘ Mcbile
Nation & World UNI Panthers Finance & Insurance Theater Register Media [ﬁ\ RSS
Weather Drake Bulldogs New in the Neighborhood Movies Contact us m‘ E-mail Alerts
Archive National Sports lowa's Top Workplaces TV Listings
Investigations & Watchdog History & Databases lowa Innovation Comics
Reports Photos Shopping Scene
Reader's Watchdog COMMUNITIES
Famous lowans OPINION LIFE Altoona
Editorials Mike Kilen Ankeny
OBITUARIES Rekha Basu Juice Clive
Submit an obituary Kathie Obradovich Young Professionals Des Moines
Submit a memorial Guest Essays Health Indianola
Letters to the Editor Dating Johnston
Your 2 Cents' Worth Milestones Norwalk
Blogs Urbandale
A Better lowa Waukee
West Des Moines
News Jobs Cars for Sale Homes for Sale Apartments for Rent Shopping
OusaToDAY yhiifer G [Homender  oporienscom. MY ol eHarmony

GANNETT

Copyright © 2014 www.desmoinesregister.com. All rights reserved.
Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2014302160057 Page 4 of 4


http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20140216
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20140215
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20140214
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/archive&archivedate=20140213
http://dmjuice.com/monday-yp-essentials-32/
http://dmjuice.com/31-photos-maids-hosts-valentines-dance-party/
http://dmjuice.com/sunday-yp-essentials-31/
http://dmjuice.com/
http://dmjuice.com/category/scenes/
http://dmjuice.com/juice/newsletter-sign-up/
http://events.dmjuice.com/
http://www.ragbrai.org/
http://www.redcross.org/news/event/ia/des-moines/Des-Moines-Heroes-of-the-Heartland
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/carriers
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/ezclassifieds
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/milestones
http://www.legacy.com/desmoinesregister/celebrations.asp
https://performancemanager4.successfactors.com/career?company=Gannett&site=cHl6NlBjQUxuVU09
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/subscribe
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/ezpay
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/myaccount
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/myaccount
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/sitemaphtml
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2014302160057#top
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/news
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/politics
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/NEWS01
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/NEWS02
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/NEWS03&keyword=munson
http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/index
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/weather
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/archives
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/watchdog
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/readerswatchdog
http://data.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/famous-iowans/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/desmoinesregister/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/submitobit
http://desmoines.mediasolutionsportal.com/desmoines-AdPortal/memoriams/index.html?clear_cache=adportalCache
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/sports
http://hawkcentral.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/SPORTS0206
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/SPORTS08
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/bryce
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/SPORTS0207
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/SPORTS0204
http://desmoinesregister.stats.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/sports18
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/photogalleries
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/opinion
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/opinion03
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/basu
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/opinion&keyword=obradovich
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/opinion01
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/opinion04
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/twocents
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/
http://abetteriowa.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/business
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/agriculture
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/centraliowanetworking
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/greenfields
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/bizbuzz
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/category/business/finance-and-insurance/
http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/category/business/businessnewintheneighborhood/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/topworkplaces
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/innovation
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/shoppingscene
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/life
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/NEWS&keyword=kilen
http://dmjuice.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/young-professionals
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/LIFE02
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/dating
http://www.legacy.com/celebration/desmoinesregister/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/entertainment
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/datebook
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/events
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/dining
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/music
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/theater
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/movies
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/tv
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/comics
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/comm
http://altoonaherald.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/ankeny
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/clive
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/desmoines
http://indianolarecordherald.desmoinesregister.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/johnston
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/INDIANOLA&keyword=norwalk
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/urbandale
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/waukee
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/westdesmoines
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/help
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=about
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=subscriber
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=advertising
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=reader
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=registermedia
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/help&tab=contact
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/twitter
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/facebook
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/mobile
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/rss
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/nlettersubscribe
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.movingcompanyreviews.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.eharmony.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.careerbuilder.com/
http://www.cars.com/
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.apartments.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.gannett.com/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/terms
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/privacy
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/section/privacy#adchoices

